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Today…

u Why Scottish Coastal populations?

u Where does my research fit?

u My Research and Reflections. 

u What does it show?

u Why does or could this matter?



So why Scottish Coastal populations?
u Growing recognition of the social importance of the 

coast… 

u UK policy research has shown concern that the coastal 
places are facing ‘decline’

u Much of the UK focus has been on England 

u A Geographers perspective:

u The potential of socio-demographic data to help 
understand coastal sustainability

u The role of population in the process of place-making

“UK coastal 
areas 'pockets 

of 
deprivation”



Creating a coastal typology…

u The Geography:

149 Localities (2010)

u Population limitations

1000 – 49,999 people

u Data 

Scottish Census 2001-2011

u Multi-level Dynamic typology

u 1: Socio-economic and demographic 
data 

u 2: Population dynamics and diversity



Level 1: 
Demographic and Socio-economic 

This produced 5 different types of coastal 
populations: 

With 3 dominant groups:
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Peripheral Fishing and Port Towns 
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Linked Later-life Localities  

Age
0 to 15

16 to 24

25 to 44

45 to 64

over 65

Deprivation Indicator

No Deprivation

1 Dimension

2 dimensions

3 or more 
dimensions

78%

Housing tenure

Owned

Social Rented

Private Rented

Other

32%

68%

Distance
Travelled to Work 

Less than 10Km
More than 10Km



Industrial Roots
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Level 2: Population Dynamics and Diversity
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Emerging Case studies 
Evidence of communities and mobility

u Challenges of using census data 

u 10 year intervals 

u Not designed to understand Coastal communities and how communities see themselves

u Limited data within Scotland context for mobility

u 3 North East Scotland case studies à

u Peripheral Fishing and Port Town – BANFF

u Industrial Roots – PETERHEAD

u Linked Later-life Localities  - CRUDEN BAY



Peterhead
“I was recruited from my town [in Lithuania] to come, I was first 
living in a house with others, 3 Lithuanians like me, and a 
Latvian but now people that come always know someone, a brother, 
a cousin, a friend, so I don’t think it’s the same now, they come 
and have to sign up down the road. I think they [the locals] think 
why we would want to do this, but it is, how you say it, same fish 
different sea”

“I will say it is like some of us are here to make a home, but it is 
not a home yet, but more than in Spain that was always just going 
to be 2 years. If you asked me before [BREXIT] I’d have said yes.”



Why Does or Could this matter?

u Scotland’s coasts are dynamic places

u Social processes such as mobility are occurring at new and changing scales

u Local and national planning needs to respond 

u Sensitive planning will fit with the different needs of coastal places

u Some types of coastal place have particular challenges e.g. overlooked ex-

industrial or ageing communities.



THANK YOU… Any Questions ?

u Please feel free to contact me : PD49@St-Andrews.ac.uk
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