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Overview

• Scottish Marine Tourism & 

Recreation Survey results

• Potential Marine Scotland priorities 

for 2016

• The Scottish Coastal Forum @ 20



Scottish Marine Tourism and 

Recreation Survey 2015

results



Survey Snapshot

• Survey 
– Covered 22 specific activities – in line with MMO/SNH/BMF

– Asked about previous 12 months’ activity only

– Was open for 3 months (end of summer 2015 into shoulder 
season)

– Collected points, lines and polygons

– Workshops assessed early results

• Result
– 2500 total responses

– 279 businesses responded

– 52,000 mapped locations

– More than 9140 maps



Definitions

• Tourism - the activities of persons travelling to 
and staying in places outside their usual 
environment …including over-night visitors and 
same day visitors

• Recreation - any pursuit engaged upon during 
leisure time.  Recreation activities may form part 
of tourism.

• General marine recreation activities - includes 
beach games, beach combing, rock pooling, 
sightseeing….horse-riding and dog walking.

• General marine tourism activities - such as 
scenic drives or bus tours



Financial Results

• All 23 specialist activities and tourism is estimated to be 
worth up to £3.7 billion to the Scottish economy. 
– While much of this will benefit the economy of coastal 

communities, some spending (e.g. fuel) may take place away 
from the Scottish coast. 

• Largest share (£2.1 billion) is attributable to general marine 
recreation, reflecting the very large number of participants. 

• Tourism activities such as scenic drives, bus tours, and 
visits to historic sites, museums and other visitor 
attractions account for around £230 million. 

• More specialist activities account for the remaining £1.3 
billion, with activities focused around the use of craft (e.g. 
boats, surfboards etc.) accounting for just under £100 
million.



Benchmarking

• 2013: Scottish Annual Business Survey 

estimated that ‘sustainable tourism’ in 

Scotland accounted for turnover of £6.7 billion.

• 2014: Visit Scotland estimated that 

expenditure associated with overnight tourism 

trips in Scotland totalled £4.8 billion.

• Neither addressed marine recreation per se:

2015 figures are useful to tease out sub-sectors 

of overall tourism market



Enough 

words – lets 

have some 

maps!



• Behind each map 

is a ‘wire’ model

• This becomes the 

heat map

• ‘Hot spots’ 

become evident



For each activity



Each activity continued…



Age

And continued…

The way that the survey was designed and 
publicised means it is not representative of 
the Scottish population as a whole.  

The absence of spatial data, particularly in 
remoter areas, is not to be taken as an 
indication that no activity takes place.



Business Survey



A few highlights…

• Ecosystem services hugely important to participants

• 65% of respondents travelled by car

• 60% always or sometimes walk

• Average of 5.95 day trips/year and 1.39 longer breaks

• Spend £55 per day and £2000 per annum 

• 16% of respondents came from outside Scotland

• 90% indicated that they were very likely to visit again

• 40% of businesses run excursions

• 60% of businesses operate all year round



Reflections

• So much we didn’t know but now there are 

even more questions!

• Early stakeholder input essential – partnership 

approach was ideal.

• Stakeholder database essential

• Areas of seemingly low activity should not be 

taken as confirmation of low activity. 



Download the full report

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/seamanagement/national/RecandTourism

Sarah Brown, Clyde Marine Planning Partnership: sarah@clydeforum.org



• First 2 Marine Planning 
Partnerships 
– Direction to Plan given 

to Shetland MPP

– Direction to Clyde post-
Election

• Local Authority liaison

• NMPi evolution

• European projects:
– NorthSEE

– SIMCelt



SCF @ 20
• Remit may alter to 

include ‘marine’ as well 

as ‘coastal’ aspects (tbc)

• European project 

involvement: SIMCelt

– Clyde MPP

– Solway Firth Partnership

• Liaison with LCPs 

continues



Rhona Fairgrieve, SCF Manager

0131 244 2284

rhona.fairgrieve@gov.scot

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/seamanagem

ent/regional/Scottish-Coastal-Forum


