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Tayside Biodiversity Action Plan 2016-26 

Coastal & Marine section
Objectives
1. Endeavour to reduce the direct 

pressures on coastal and marine 

biodiversity by implementing projects

to enhance ecosystem health

2. Safeguard marine and coastal 

ecosystems, species and genetic 

diversity by enhancing connectivity and 

where possible preventing its decline

3. Mainstream biodiversity 

conservation action by raising 

awareness and the enjoyment of 

marine and coastal ecosystems of local 

communities

Links to 2020 Scottish 

Biodiversity Strategy



Tayside Biodiversity Action Plan 2016-26 

Coastal & Marine section



Tayside Biodiversity Action Plan 2016-26 

Coastal & Marine section

Actions – 22

“Support tern populations and encourage appropriate 

site management”.

Action breakdown – 80 smaller actions

“Review inappropriate nesting sites such as

industrial site roof-tops and advise on

Management”.

Partners – 28+



Tayside Biodiversity Action Plan 2016-26 

Coastal & Marine section

Landscape  Scale Projects

Angus Maritime Plant Projects– monitoring and restoring sea pea and kidney 

vetch populations.

Linking & Exploring Tayside’s Coastal Wildlife Sites – Marine Life Angus website 

and Nature  on track.

Treating  Invasive Coastal Species – Himalayan balsam at Montrose basin NNR, 

Japanese rose and gorse at Elliot links and intertidal species first defence. 

Monitoring Beach Cleans along the length of the Angus coastline.

Angus Coastal Butterfly Projects – Small blue and grayling surveying, monitoring 

and habitat enhancement projects.



Tayside Biodiversity Action Plan 2016-26 

Coastal & Marine section

Individual Projects



Landscape Scale Project 1: Small Blue Butterfly Project
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Landscape Scale Project 1: Small Blue Butterfly Project



Landscape Scale Project 2: Marine Life Angus Cetacean Recording
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Landscape Scale Project 2: Marine Life Angus Cetacean Recording

Most common species recorded – Bottlenose dolphin – 73%

More sightings submitted from North Angus – 66%

Most sightings were from 0-100ms from shore – 45%

Most encounters were approximately 15 mins – 34%

Most common behaviour was traveling – 48%

Feeding behaviours more commonly seen near river mouths 

and bays – 59%

Most common pod sizes are between 1 & 5 animals – 57%

Calves seen on five occasions

Only two sightings are from boats & one surf board!

Used for planning application, Atlas of living Scotland, encouraging 

land based viewing and local tourism



Landscape Scale Project 2: Marine Life Angus Cetacean Recording

Sightings Hot Spots Feeding Hot Spots Socialising Hot Spots



Landscape Scale Project 2: Marine Life Angus Cetacean Recording

“I was surfing and the Dolphin came within 20m.  It appeared to be feeding and was being 

followed around the bay by 5-10 gulls.  The Dolphin was also having fun riding the waves.  A 

great experience!”

“Female and calf spent over half an hour in the shallows just off the shore. Spent 

circling around then headed towards Tentsmuir”.

“Riding bow waves of small fishing boat”.

“Tide falling - feeding at approx: 56.702421, -2.435832, 8 individuals were seen 

but more may have been present. Spectacle was enjoyed by a walking group”. 

“WDC St Cyrus training day. Bottlenose dolphins viewed feeding from cliff top”

“Several pods travelling south feeding and playing in different groups. Probably 

the largest group I have seen this year”

“Many seabirds feeding in area (e.g. 60 manx shearwaters). Very small calf seen in this group 

- the smallest I've ever seen”



Landscape Scale Project 2: Marine Life Angus Cetacean Recording

Humpback whale 2007

Sei whale 2013
Minke whale 40’s

White beaked dolphin 2011



Landscape Scale Project 2: Marine Life Angus Cetacean Recording

Pilot whale 2012

Pilot whale 2012

Leatherback 2016



Get involved !!

www.marinelifeangus.co.uk

@marinelifeangus

http://www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk/

@taysidebiodiversity



Crew at Broughty Ferry save dolphin's life

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPe5FMqIkq0

• The small female had been trapped on the River Tay in Perth on 19 May 

and, as the water fell, she became disorientated and started thrashing in 

panic. A complex rescue then ensued involving Tayside Police, Tayside Fire 

and Rescue’s water rescue unit, British Divers Marine Life Rescue, the 

Shanwell Wildlife Rescue Trust and the RNLI’s Broughty Ferry crew.


